GANDHI: A SYMBOL

FOR NON-VIOLENCE
L

What is Non-violence according to Gandhi..?

Non-violence is a translation of the Sanskrit word-AHIMSA.
Himsa means causing harm. Ahimsa means not causing harm
in terms of either in thought, word and deed. Therefore
Ahimsa/Non-violence means, negatively obtaining from vio-
lence, from causing harm to any living being, from his
destruction and his killing.

Non-violence positively means..

'To love every living being the way you love yourself' Yes!
It is very much similar to Bhagavat Gita's Samatva Yoga, and
what Jesus Christ teaching: Love thy neighbor and further
said love thy enemy. This is the essence of Christianity. And
also, it is similar to what Confucius the first teacher of China
said about 'Jen'-the 'Humaneness' which does mean ‘Do not
do to others what you do not want to yourself'. This is per-
haps the golden rule of Chinese Philosophy and culture.

The two great human values of Gandhi

TRUTH and NON-VIOLENCE. Truth is God and Truth the
end. Non-violence or Love is the means to discover truth.
Non-violence and Love are synonym to Gandhi to reach
Truth/God. Gandhi believed that the end [Truth] and means
Non- violence are interchangeable. Truth and Non- violence
and Truth and Love are two faces of the same coin. On one
face you read Truth and on other you read Non-violence. The
value of the coin is one, no matter which face you read.

Non-violence means Larger Love

Gandhi reiterated: Non-violence and Truth are my two
lungs, without which | can't survive.' He understands Truth,
Non-violece, and Love are the three pillars of Satyagraha. He
explained that: Truth [Satya] implies love and Agraha [firm-
ness] engenders therefore serves as a synonym for force...i.e
to say the force which is born of truth and love or non- vio-
lence is the greatest force at the disposal of mankind.Gandhi
described it as the mightier than the mightiest weapon of
destruction. Because Non-violence aptly means LARGER
LOVE. (Continue on 4th page)

Banyan Tree Planted By Mahatma
Gandhi In 1942 Stlll Thrlves

We all know planting trees is very important
for our surroundings and future generations.
People like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal
Nehru, who went to different extent to fight
against the British, planted saplings in those areas
during the independence movement. Around
that time, Gandhiji visited Srikakulam in Andhra
Pradesh and planted a banyan sapling at the rail-
way station as part of the 1942 Quit India
Movement campaign. That banyan sapling has
now grown into a big tree. Let's learn about the
special features of that banyan tree.

According to local sources, as part of the Quit
India movement campaign against the British
rulers, Gandhiji travelled across the country by
train, made people aware and got down at Dusi
Railway Station in the Srikakulam district. There,
he planted a banyan sapling. Now that banyan
plant has grown into a huge tree, spreading over
one acre. This tree gives shade to many passers-
by. As per experts, this is proof that the ambitions
of intellectuals will be useful for future genera-
tions.

Srikakulam district is one of the places that
played a vital role in the independence move-
ment. This place has a special identity. History
says that Gandhi visited the district in 1942.
During the Quit India Movement, Gandhiji visited
a town in Srikakulam district and held a huge
meeting at the railway station. Even today, locals

say that not only people from that area but also
people from other districts attended the meeting
in large numbers.

Locals also shared that the tree planted by
Gandhi on that day is now big and is the symbol
of pride for their village. Local people also salute
this tree. People want the authorities to take
steps to ensure that this important banyan tree is
recognised at that level. The board should be set
up in such a way as to show the importance of
this great tree planted by Gandhi.

The local people have requested the authori-
ties recognise the responsibility of taking care of
this banyan tree, which is a mark to the important
events of the independence movement for future
generations.

Recently waltair railway division higher
officials visited to the Dusi railway station, near
Srikakulam road and recognized as a memorial
station.
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Gandhi.

Subsequently, they have con-
structed the temple for the Father
of the Nation by spending around

Temple For Mahatma

Social activists have built atem- was unveiled along with

ple for Mahatma Gandhi and free-
dom fighters' Smrithi Vanam at
the Municipal Park in santhinagar
at Srikakulam to inculcate patriot-
ism among the youth by remem-
bering the sacrifices of freedom
fighters. Statues of freedom fight-
ers and social activists were erect-
ed in the park with the help of
donors. Mahatma Gandhi statue

Smritivanam in 2021. At initially,
they have approached the then
district collector J Nivas. After get-
ting permission from the collector,
they started the development
works in 2021. They started a
fundraising campaign in the name
of Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi and
Gandhimarg India Foundation to
construct a temple for Mahatma

“20 lakh with the help of donors.
After coming to know about the
Gandhi temple, a few donors
came forward to erect the free-
dom fighters statues in the park.
As many as 30 donors came for-
ward to erect statues. Srikakulam
Muncipal  Corporation also
released the funds for maintain
the park beatification.
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Mahatma
a Great Soul

Mahatma Gandhi could have been a
healthy attorney. He could have had a
life of relative ease and prosperity.
However he was a man devoted to his
country and to her freedom. Through his

Sodto aers’ pogd Hardo sdivsion.

- M.Prasadarao, Member,

AP State committee, Gandhi smaraka Nidhi.
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- MVSS Sastry, convenor, Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi, Srikakulam.

oSS Der& réw 2500 args dadd Vageb,
G°.0ebd0swe Do S Barok Brf Crand GBI
S0, Hrodvd Staren of0b 5 8O
&r.500 9HTGH0S @%’a&& 15 80 b
D0SDE, Dereiod’® eotBasrd), &otnod.

S By HroSRvded Heo 288, ddase éo{\pwés )
@gbsat’epée)g o, @88(65 Dowons PBLen, BP0k
oWy, s OOND Bogros® &are FoBothHH
e8yen. D, dras, Toeh Sord HRBKY,T08
OB DepTEHL B3 Ey) Bircsdthrsod.

GANDHI: A SYMBOL FOR NON-VIOLENCE

(Continued from 1st page)

Martin L King Jr inspiration to
GandhianNon-violence.

Martin Luther King Jr. viewed that
""Gandhi was probably the first per-
son in the history to lift the love ethic
of Jesus Christ above mere interac-
tion between individuals to a power-
ful and effective social force on large
scale. It was in this Gandhian empha-
sis on love and non- violence that |
[Martin] discovered the method for
social reform that had been seeking
for so many months

"I came to feel that this was the
only morally and practically sound
method open to oppressed people in
their struggle for freedom. This prin-
ciple of Non-violence became the
guiding light of our movement". If
not for Gandhi, M L King Jr. may not
have discovered the power of non-
violence in social struggle.

In that event the United States
might be different country today and

it might be a very different world as
well. If not for King Jr, humanity
might not discovered the universality
of non-violent resistance. For Martin
showed that Mahatma Gandhi's
teachings could be applied with great
success in a western cultural context.
My own rationale
| feel today, that the emergent
need of the hour is, we all need to
take a pledge not to harm any person
either in our thought, or word, and
deed. If we practice this each
moment,[ even though it is little dif-
ficult to practice]we are very much
the practitioners of non-violence and
attain peace at personal, family,
social and international level.
Non-violence is a Nature's Law....
Yes! This is the nature's law, and
the Divine law and this is essentially
the human law; Love does no harm
to the other person. If we have love
we respect the human dignity- what-
ever may be the color, creed, and

class. If we posses love by nature or
cultivate it thoroughly, we do not
harm people.

Love/ Non-violence is the fulfill-
ment of Human Law

Therefore, love is the fulfillment of
human law. When it is imbibed we
are absolutely the representatives of
non-violence. Shall we take a pledge
today to celebrate Gandhiji's birth-
day?

The Pledge

'l wish to be a non-violent person
for not to harm any other person
with my words or deeds but try to
show my love to everybody and pass
on this message wherever | go'

Jai Bharat!

Prof. KALANGI REMI RAJANI
Vice-Chancellor,
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University,
Srikakulam
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tireless efforts and his simple piety, he
led India to independence. However, in
spite of national and international
acclaim, he never lost his humility, his
dedication and his spirit of sacrifice.
Rather the flames of his true Yagna to
Bharat Mata seemed to grow until he
himself was the poorna ahuti, or final
offering.

However, his life was not only a sacri-
fice for Mother India. It was also a Yagna
of morality, of dharma, of ethics and of
truth. Gandhi was devoted to proving
that peace could only come through
peace. He sacrificed his status as a fight-
er. Yet the truth prevails and he is
remembered as one of the greatest lead-
ers - both political and spiritual - that the
world had ever known.

Gandhi would not have wanted to be
remembered only in History books and
only as the politician who led India to
independence . He would want his mes-
sage to live on; he would want his Yagna
to continue burning, to continue bring-
ing light and warmth to all the world. In
fact, when someone once asked him for
a message, he replied, "My life is my
message".

So as we remember this Mahatma
this, "great soul" let us take his message
to heart. Let us live our lives as a sacrifice
to world peace, as a sacrifice to our prin-
ciples and as a sacrifice to God, then and
only then, will our lives truly make a
difference.

Prof. P.Sujatha,
Registrar, Dr. BRAU.



